
 

COME YOU WHO ARE BLESSED... 
THE PASTOR’S CORNER 

N OT 	 TOO 	 LONG 	 A GO ,  our parish 
mission to extend the love of Jesus 
Christ as far as we could take it took on a 
new dimension with a generous grant 

from the Cabrini Foundation to convert the old 
convent building into a center for helping the needy 
of the greater Newburgh area. The parish council 
agreed that our own experience of Christ would not 
be as full without trying to ind Him in his “least 
brothers.” Originally, we asked to partner with the 
Newburgh Ministries in their mission to feed the 
homeless and desperate poor; support families 
transitioning from homelessness to permanent 

housing through Project Life; and provide help for 
indigent residents in senior housing.  
     Our mission has accomplished more than we 
imagined as we sought to remain open to any 
possibility that the Holy Spirit presented to us. With 
thanks to the parish council, John LaGreca and his 
cadre of volunteers who work from week to week to 
serve our neighbors, the Knights of Columbus and the 
Junior Catholic Daughters, parish families and teens, 
the Presentation Sisters, and many others, may we 
share with you some of the works you have 
accomplished:   
 

Then the righteous* will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? When did we see 
you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ (Matthew 25:38-40) 

· Prepared over 19,000 meals since 2022 
· Held numerous food drives, winter clothing collections, Christmas gift collections, and hygiene 

product drives 
· Donated over 30 bicycles to children who wouldn’t have one otherwise 
· Brought new clothing, diapers, high chairs, and other baby products to expectant mothers and 

their babies in pregnancy care centers 
· Supplied furniture, such as beds and bedroom sets, kitchen tables, etc.  to formerly homeless 

families 
· Provided these same families with food, hygiene products, paper products and new clothing 
· Delivered over 300 Christmas gifts to needy children through the generosity of parishioners and 

the help of Catholic Charities 
· Made 3,120 sandwiches and lunch bags for homeless people at warming stations 
· Cooked 104 full trays of baked Ziti and prepared other foods to homeless centers 
· Shared food, hygiene and cleaning products, as well as new clothes and toys to Project Life 

families 
· Helped neighboring parish thrift shops in Washingtonville and Monroe with various donated 

items. 

The parish council, with Levon Volpe (chair), John 
LaGreca, Trish Fleming, Alisha Barnsby, Susan King, 
and Bob Lynch — and we pray you also — will 
continue to search for other ways to bring blessings 
to the parish through service to the poor. We hope to 
apply again to the Cabrini Foundation this year for 

help with purchasing a delivery van, and will be 
renaming the outreach building after that other 
patron of the Churches of St. Thomas of Canterbury 
and St. Joseph, Saint Marianne Cope, whose own life 
of service to the needy inspires us.  


